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The Prosperity Celebrated by the Poems with the Words “the Moon”
— A Comparative Study of the Emperors’ mother of
“Imakagami” and “Okagami” —

Aiko OGASAWARA

Abstract
This article points out that description of the birth of the first empress dowager which was told in the
biographies of the Emperors in Okagami and Imakagami are similar. In Okagami, Empress Dowager
Onshi is considered to have given the Regent the opportunity to seize power. In Imakagami, Jotomonin
Shoshi is considered to have helped the Regent complete the prosperity. Those two empresses first
appear in the episode of the birth of the prince who is expected to become an emperor. In addition, the
birth of each prince is predicted by a poem with the words “the moon.” It is rare that a poem celebrating
the birth of a baby includes “the moon,” so this coincidence is thought to be due to the fact that

Imakagami was based on Okagami.

Keywords: Imakagami 4#i Okagami K$i, biographies of the Emperors #i#c,
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poem with the words “the moon.” DK
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