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The Descriptions of Illness
— Archetype Found in Makuranososhi and Genjimonogatari —

Aiko OGASAWARA

Abstract
In Makuranososhi, one chapter enumerates diseases, beginning with “The disease ..". The diseases listed
there are lung disease, diseases caused by an evil spirit, leg troubles, and anorexia of unknown cause. These
diseases are consistent with the sympathetically described diseases that the main characters suffer from
in Genjimonogatari, the contemporary literary work, while they are different from those actually feared in
those days. This is because the both descriptions of illness in these two works reflect the aesthetic in the

period, and the descriptions have been passed down to posterity as a typical example in literary works.
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