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Food Service Policy Issues regarding Food Allergies:
A Comparison between Children’s Social Care Institutions
and Nurseries and Elementary Schools

Hisae MORI, Kenji KURODA

Abstract

This study elucidated differences in issues regarding food allergy policy for meal services between
children’s social care institutions (residential nurseries and children’s care homes) and general care and
education facilities (nurseries and elementary schools).

A large number of responding facilities indicated that the issue they had regarding their meal services
was the lack of experience and knowledge about food allergies. Results were examined using odds ratios
after adjusting for factors such as size of facility. Compared to nurseries, it was found that residential
nurseries prioritized the development of food policies related to children admitted into the facility as
emergency cases, or on a temporary basis. Compared to elementary schools, it was also found that
children’s care homes considered it necessary to address their lack of knowledge regarding food allergies.

The number of children with special dietary requirements due to allergies were smaller in children’s
social care institutions than in nurseries and elementary schools. Therefore, staff members in children’s
social care institutions were concerned about their lack of experience. Therefore, it was suggested that

staff in children’s social care institutions should deepen their knowledge of food allergies.

Keywords: social care institutions for children #L&HZE#E iz, nurseries FPEFHAT,
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