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First Cooperative Education Program at Two-Year College in Japan Launched
Establishment of Content of Classes to Prepare for Long-Term Internship,
Collaboration with Alliance Companies, Internship Report

Orie KODONO

Abstract
In April 2021, our college started a new course called “Work Integrated Learning and Career
Development Course.” This is the first cooperative education program at a two-year college in Japan. In
an article in issue number 63 of this journal, I looked at the start of cooperative education in America
about 100 years ago, its definition, its effectiveness, a case study in Japan, and the curriculum and
targets of cooperative education at our college. In this continuation of issue number 63, I report on the
establishment of the content of classes in the first semester of year 1, the educational basics aimed for,
collaboration with alliance companies, the content of the internship taking place in the second semester of
year 1, feedback from the companies, and student progress through the internship. In addition, in order
to gather data to clarify the degree to which students have progressed through the cooperative education

program, student assessments were carried out before and after the internship.
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