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The Depiction of Illness and Death in “Eiga Monogatari”
— A Comparative Study with “Genji Monogatari” —

Aiko OGASAWARA

Abstract

Many excellent expressions in the “Eiga Monogatari” were the result of it being a historical tale, recording
facts. They can be evaluated as excellent literary expressions.

In “Genji Monogatari,” the illnesses that the main characters suffer from are the illnesses enumerated in the
chapter “The Illness is ..” in “Makura no soshi.” I consider the illnesses described beautifully to be a typical
technique in Japanese literary works of the time. “Eiga Monogatari,” which was significantly influenced
by “Genji Monogatari,” has many similarities with “Genji Monogatari” in terms of characterization and
narrative styles. When comparing how to describe illnesses and suffering in the two stories, however, “Eiga
Monogatari” has more various patterns than “Genji Monogatari,” as “Eiga Monogatari” has many excellent

descriptions that “Genji Monogatari” does not have.

Keywords: “Genji Monogatari” [JHICWEE], “Eiga Monogatari” [2RAEWEE], illnesses ¥R,
dying hour [#%, epidemic illness ¥
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