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The First Cooperative Education Program at a Two-Year College in Japan
About the Targets and the Preparation for the Program

Orie KODONO, Keigo HATTORI

Abstract
In the past approximately 10 years, more than 30% of university graduates and more than 40% of two-
year-college and trade school graduates quit the company they joined after graduation within three
years. Data show that the main reasons given by students were: the job did not suit them and; the job
is not what they had expected. Therefore, it is important that, during their time at university or college: 1)
students get to know themselves through a wide range of experiences and; 2) students get to know about
companies, work, and society in general. In April 2021, our college will start a new course that embodies
these two points called “Work Integrated Learning and Career Development Course”. This new course
is based on the concept of cooperative education, which combines classroom-based learning and work-
based learning with the aim of expanding student opportunities so that they can build a desirable career.
Cooperative education has about a 100-year history in America and today is considered an essential part
of a student’s education in North America and Europe. Recently, the benefits of cooperative education
are gaining attention in Japan, and universities are starting to incorporate it into their curriculum. Osaka
Yuhigaoka Gakuen is the first two-year college in Japan to introduce cooperative education. We have
adapted cooperative education to fit our two-year curriculum and are proceeding in a collaborative
alignment between students, the college, and the private sector. In this paper, we report on the history,
definition, and benefits of cooperative education, as well as the targets for our college’s course and the

preparation so far carried out to ensure its success.
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