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The Guarantee of Political Right for the Municipal Assemblyman with EHS

Kazuyo KAWASAKI

Abstract

Here is a municipal assemblyman with a disability, whose political right is not guaranteed on an equal
basis with others. He has been suffering from electromagnetic hypersensitivity (EHS) since he underwent
surgery to have a pacemaker planted. As he was in bad condition, he requested that the chairperson
instructed to turn off mobiles in the assembly hall. However, his request was rejected. After that some
citizens petitioned the city assembly to enact a rule that mobiles were not allowed in the assembly hall.
But it decided that such a rule didn't have to be enacted and suggested that it could be done by mutual
agreement.

He is a person with a heart disability. So he should be given reasonable accommodation to exercise
his political right. A mutual agreement is irrelevant. It is possible and legitimate to prohibit not only
municipal assemblymen but also the audience from bringing mobiles into the assembly hall and the

gallery.
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