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Records of How Pearls are Made into Accessories and Sold Through the
Extraction Experience

— Through Collaboration between Industry, Government and Academia —

Aya SHIRASAKA
Osaka Yuhigaokagakuen College

Abstract

When we think of pearl accessories, most of the pearls used are shiny and perfectly round. However,
such pearls account for only 10% to 20% of all cultured pearls in Japan, and when pearls are made into
accessories, they are usually treated with stain removal to make the color uniform and polishing to adjust
the shape. It is true.

Pearls that meet the quality indicators of pearls, such as “texture, grain, shape, size, color, and flaws,”
are evaluated as first-class and are traded at high prices, but other pearls are also second-class. There is
a category called third-grade pearls, and there are also pearls that are difficult to sell.

This time, we experienced extracting cultured pearls from Shima City, Mie Prefecture. Although
the pearls harvested there were not ranked as first-class pearls in the industry, the students found
individuality in them, and with their youthful sensibilities they considered whether they could use the
pearls as accessories and sell them. As a result, the second-year fashion design course students planned,

planned, and produced pearl accessories that were sold at Shinsaibashi Opa.

Keywords; Akoya Pearl, cultured pearls, pearl oyster, ethical pearl,

Industry-government-academia collaboration






