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The First Cooperative Education Program at a Two-Year College in Japan
What the Students Achieved and Learned in the Long-Term Internship
(Paid+Unpaid), and the Viewpoints of the Alliance Companie

Orie KODONO

Department of Career Design

Abstract

This work integrated learning and career development course launched in the 2021 academic year is
the first coop learning program at a two-year college in Japan. The three parties involved in the course
- students, alliance companies, and the university/associate professor in charge - work in close collaboration.
The course won the highest award in MEXT’s (Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology Japan) 2021 University and College Internship Prize.

In an article in issue number 64 of this journal, I covered the period from preparatory lessons to the
unpaid internship. This article continues by focusing on the period following the unpaid internship to the
three-month paid internship in the first semester of second year, classroom studies, and other efforts.
It also reports on student growth and the viewpoint of the companies. Although about 80% of students
secured a job placement during their paid internship, there are still some issues that need to be resolved.
To help visualize the degree of growth of students in this coop program, I assessed them before the
internship, during the unpaid internship, and following the paid internship, and compared these three
sets of data in this article, using an assessment method that measures the students’ intellect, attitude, and

experience in solving problems.

Keywords: Cooperative education I2—3% 7#E , career ¥+ 7T,

industry-academia collaboration #%%##% , long-term internship KM FEH





