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The Fashion Design Course’s Industry-Academia Collaboration Event at the
Kintetsu Department Store

Aya SHIRASAKA

Abstract
At the “Harukas Gakuen Festival” held at Kintetsu Department Store, the fashion design course of our
university produced and sold apparel products of the original brand “Gerbera Orange”. The “Harukas
School Festival” is an event aimed at revitalizing the region through industry-academia collaboration
efforts by the Kintetsu Department Store.
This course includes classes such as Display Training and Fashion Planning Training which is designed
to launch your own brand and Fashion Advisor Training, which is designed to train students to sell
products. However, some students struggle to positively involved in those classes since it is only
happening inside the classroom.
However, in the production of the original brand and the efforts to sell the products themselves led the
students to have positive attitude. For example, students are willingly conduct a survey and analyze the
purchasing consciousness of department stores and the regional differences of Kita and Minami in Osaka
as a preliminary study.
In addition, by having students sell their won products, they can have a strong sense of responsibility and
awareness that they are also members of the department store, and can carefully convey to customers
the intentions and appeal points of the products they designed. As a result, students were able to improve
their communication skills as well as manners and hospitality toward customers.
This experience allowed students to gain reality of the lessons they have in their classroom. The
participation of the Harukas Gakuen Festival was not just students to have a place for presenting their
learning outcomes, but also helped them gaining motivation and improving skills in different areas of

fashion industry.
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