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The way of referring to emperors’ and empress dowagers’ passing away in

“Imakagami”

Aiko OGASAWARA

Abstract

Records of Emperor’s family tree in “Imakagami” say all emperors and their empress dowagers’ lives
without Yomeimonin, so it is very peculiar that her death is never written. It seems as if she would live
on in the story, and means she can have an important role leading “Okagami” to the next historical tale
“Imakagami”.

Considering that her son is Gosanjo, who is one of the most important people in this story and that she
had great influence on the Imperial Household and Sekkan-ke even in the real history, it is unnatural
there are a few episodes related to her in “Imakagami”. On the other hand, she is a key person in
“Okagami”. She is predicted to be an empress dowager in the ending. Its amanuensis turns out to be her
waiting maid, and the story converges on her.

“Imakagami” was written as the sequael to “Okagami”, so it follows the writing from of “Okagami”. In
addition, her episodes referred in “Imakagami” are common to ones in “Okagami”. Thus, she is likely to

be recognized as an essential character in “Imakagami” as well as “Okagami”.
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