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Illness Caused by ‘Mononoke’
From ‘Genji Monogatar:’ to ‘Rekishi Monogatari’

Aiko OGASAWARA
Osaka Yuhigaokagakuen Highschool

Abstract
The term ‘mononoke’ refers to a spirit that causes illness or illness itself caused by a spirit. In ‘Genji
Monogatari’, spirits called ‘mononoke’ are impossible to control, and the illness caused by ‘mononoke’ is
impossible to cure. On the other hand, the spirits of ‘rekishi monogatari’ are humanized and conscious.
Some make legitimate demands, and if people comply with these demands, the psychic phenomena can be

stopped. This difference shows that people’s recognition of illness by ‘mononoke’ changed.

Keywords; Genji Monogatari, Mononoke, Illness, Eiga Monogatari, Okagami, Imakagami



